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Million Minutes is an organisation 
that frequently seeks applications to 
fund projects in the UK undertaken 
by organisations, groups or even 
individuals who work to enable 
young people to do things that change 
our world, inspired by Catholic social 
teaching: 

• The dignity and equality of each 
human person 
• The call to participation and 
community 
• A preferential option for the poor 
• The dignity and rights of workers 
• Solidarity among peoples and the 
promotion of peace 
• Care for the earth 

Small grant applications (for amounts 
between £200 and £2,000) are open 
to young people and adults. The 
current recommendation is to apply 
for grants up to £500.  

http://millionminutes.org/grants 

Welcome to Our Newsletter 
The Northeast Catholic Social Teaching (CST) Study Group was  formed 
several years ago to gather together some interested and dedicated 
people in the diocese who would have an in-depth understanding of this 
important aspect of Catholicity---often termed the ‘Church’s best-kept 
secret.’ Members use a free online course that covers the numerous 
encyclicals and other materials that make up the immense wealth of 
Catholic Social Teaching; they then meet every two months to discuss 
their study. 

Part of the original intent was that members would then share with 
Catholics in general some of what they learned from their study. This 
newsletter is an attempt to provide more information on various aspects 
of CST.  

******** 

In the words of Pope Francis: 

I wish had a million young Christians or, even better, a whole generation who are for their 
contemporaries ‘walking, talking social doctrine’. Nothing else will change the world but 
people who with Jesus devote themselves to it, who with him go to the margins and right 
into the middle of the dirt. Go into politics, too, and fight for justice and human dignity, 
especially for the poorest of the poor. All of you are the Church. Make sure, then, that this 
Church is transformed, that she is alive, because she allows herself to be challenged by the 
cries of the dispossessed, by the pleading of the destitute, and by those for whom nobody 
cares.                                                                                       Pope Francis, 6th November 2015 
 

 

What Catholic Social Teaching (CST) Means to Me 
 
Group member Anne Cashmore writes: 
CST: 

• Is putting love of your neighbor into practice 
• Focuses our mind on the practical day to day 
• Means everyone counts 
• Values the whole of creation 
• Values you 
• Tells us we all have a part to play living the love of God in our 

everyday lives 
• Tells us we are part of God’s love --- that we have responsibilities in 

all aspects of life (work, shopping, etc.) 
• What we do affects others, so we must do living love 

about:blank


Upcoming Events 

15 February 2020, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.: 
Next meeting of Catholic Social 
Teaching group. St Hilda’s Resource 
Centre, West Road, NE15 7PY. All 
welcome! 

Thursday, 12 March, Holy Name 
Church, Jesmond (NE2 3JX  ), 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m.: Lecture by Dr. Anna 
Rowlands, ‘Towards a Politics of the 
Common Good.’ Admission is free of 
charge, with no need to book. Just turn 
up. 

 
DID YOU KNOW … 
that the first laws about care for 
the environment were issued 
thousands of years ago, by God 
himself?  
 
Genesis 2:15: The Lord God took 
the man and put him in the garden 
of Eden to till it and care for it. 
Exodus 23:10-11: For six years 
you shall sow your land and gather 
in its yield; but the seventh year 
you shall let it rest and lie fallow. 
Numbers 35:34: You shall not 
defile the land in which you live, in 
which I also dwell; for I the Lord 
dwell among the people of Israel. 
Leviticus 25:23: …Land shall not 
be sold in perpetuity, for the land is 
mine [God’s]; with me you are but 
aliens and tenants. Throughout the 
land that you hold, you shall 
provide for the redemption of the 
land. 
Jeremiah 2:7: I brought you into a 
plentiful land to eat its fruit and its 
good things. But when you entered 
you defiled my land and made my 
heritage an abomination. 

For more information about 
Catholic Social Teaching, please 
email Louise Harrison at  

maryalicelouise@outlook.com 

               

Schools Are Involved in CST too! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
As just one example, at 
St Bede’s School, 
Denton Burn, the whole 
school devoted a half 
term to study (at various 
grade levels) of Pope 
Francis’s encyclical on 
the environment, 
Laudato Si’. As a result, 
some of the children 
went out and helped 
clean up the streets and 
areas surrounding the 
school.  
The children also take an 
active part every year in 
observing Church Action 
on Poverty Day. At a 
school Mass, all pupils 
bring canned goods and 
other staples, which are 
donated to People’s 
Kitchen and are much 
appreciated.  

• g Events 
Review of Ken Loach film Sorry We Missed You 

Wow, this is one of the most powerful films I have ever seen. It’s what 
I would expect from Ken Loach, and this film is even better than I, 
Daniel Blake. It deals with the compelling dramas of a family with two 
children whose parents are struggling to make a living, under modern 
working conditions. Set in Newcastle, the film is delightful in its local 
references and humour; but its main focus is the family relationships 
and the damage done by the work pressures the parents are under 
(the father, a franchise delivery driver with long hours and intolerable 
pressures and the mother, a kind homecarer with long days of poorly 
paid, emotional demands). The acting is powerful and sensitive and 
the family and its trials are believable and real. You can’t help but 
identify with their struggles and want them to win through to harmony 
and happiness. All I can say is that there is hope on the horizon but 
no certainties. This film should be watched by everyone, especially 
those who are happy to go along with the current economic system. 
Perhaps that is all of us? When I got home, there was a 'Sorry we 
missed you' delivery card waiting for me. 

By Mary McCullough 
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